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President’s Message

2020 ANNUAL MEETING

It is with both sadness and pride that I pen my last message as 
President of The ACTEC Foundation. The last three years have been a 
wonderful challenge of raising awareness about the work of The ACTEC 
Foundation, raising money to support that work, and awarding grants 
to worthy recipients in the Trust and Estate field. Working with the 
Foundation’s very talented Board and extraordinary staff has been a joy.

Over the last three years, the Foundation has funded grants including:

1. The Dennis I. Belcher Young Leaders Program, now in its fifth year;
2. Updates to the ACTEC Commentaries to the Model Rules of Professional Conduct, 

scheduled for publication in 2021;
3. The establishment of a Wills for the Underserved Program at the University of Oregon;
4. Continued support of the Student Editorial Board at Hofstra University;
5. The ACTEC Trust and Estate Talk podcasts and ACTEC Family Estate Planning Guide 

videos;
6. Support for an empirical study regarding the nature of testamentary disposition of assets by 

persons in nontraditional families (see page 2);
7. The 2020 Lloyd Leva Plaine Speaker at Heckerling (see page 3); and,
8. So much more to promote scholarship and education in trust, estate, tax, and related areas 

of the law by supporting scholarship to improve the law and by encouraging teaching, 
careers and life-long learning in the area.

I’d like to repeat my thanks to Robert E. (Bob) Temmerman, Jr., whose nearly 1,000 mile Bike 
Ride Fundraiser from Chicago to Philadelphia raised nearly $25,000 for the Foundation and 
raised its awareness in the College. His next adventure is a nearly 550 mile ride to the Asheville, 
North Carolina meeting in June, 2020. Bob, John Hartog and Margaret Hand would love 
to have you along for the ride – contact any of them for information. You can support this 
adventure by donating to individual riders’ campaign – look for that information soon.

In Philadelphia we launched our successful Blue Ribbon campaign to recognize donors to The 
ACTEC Foundation. We will again recognize donors at the annual meeting in Boca Raton, 
Florida, and I hope to see all attendees wearing bright ribbons signifying their support of The 
ACTEC Foundation. If you have not yet made your donation, you may do so quickly and easily 
at actecfoundation.org/DonateNow, and receive your ribbon right away. 

I know I am leaving The ACTEC Foundation in good hands with Jeff Thede as President, but I 
plan to remain an active donor to the Foundation and to serve as Immediate Past President for 
the next year.

Thanks to all of you who have provided support of The ACTEC Foundation over my three 
years as President.

Sincerely,
 

L. Henry Gissel, Jr.
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Timothy C. Burkart 
George Thomas Choules 

Nancy G. Fax 
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Biking for The ACTEC Foundation
RECAP OF 2019 FALL MEETING RIDE

Robert E Temmerman, 
Jr. (Bob) and Laura 
Hill Temmerman were 
greeted by ACTEC 
President John A. Terrill, 
II upon their arrival 
in Philadelphia at the 
end of a long bike ride 

on a rainy day. Bob rode over 1,000 miles from Chicago 
to Philadelphia with a goal to raise awareness and $25,000 
for The ACTEC Foundation. One hundred percent of The 
ACTEC Foundation Board were included in the 139 Fellows 
who donated to the campaign, for a total of $23,250!

Over the years, Bob has ridden nearly 3,000 miles to raise 
awareness and donations for The ACTEC Foundation. 
His journeys have included 400 miles from Las Vegas to 
Scottsdale, 400 miles from San Diego to Tucson, 400 miles 
from Scottsdale to Las Vegas, 450 miles along the Natchez 
Trace to Nashville, along with 1,000 miles from Chicago to 
Philadelphia most recently. L. Henry Gissel, Jr., President  
of The ACTEC Foundation, expressed his gratitude,  
“Thank you, Bob, for your incredibly generous effort for  
The ACTEC Foundation.”

2020 BIKE FUNDRAISING 
RIDE FROM STAUNTON, VA 
TO ASHEVILLE, NC
Plans are in progress for a nearly 
550 mile bike ride for the 2020 
Summer Meeting. ACTEC 
Fellows, spouses, and guests are 
welcome to participate in this 
scenic 12-day ride through the 
blue hills of North Carolina. The increase in availability of 
electric bicycles will make this ride doable for any level of 
rider. So, if you think you don’t have the strength, stamina 
or courage to take on this challenge, talk to Bob, John or 
Maggie about the impact electric bikes are having on the 
bicycle touring industry. They would be happy to discuss 
that option with you if you are at all curious and interested 
in cycling the spectacular Blue Ridge Parkway. They will 
steer you in the right direction to make this adventure 
happen. Each rider will have an individual donation page 
with an expectation to raise funds in support of The ACTEC 
Foundation. For more information on how to participate 
in the ride, please contact John Hartog at jahartog127@
gmail.com; Margaret Hand at mmhand@hbh.law; or 
Robert Temmerman at bobtemm@gmail.com.

Spotlight on Grant Recipient, Danaya Wright
In 2017 The ACTEC Foundation Board of Directors 
awarded a $15,000 grant to Danaya Wright, Clarence J. 
Teselle Endowed Professor of Law, University of Florida, 
Levin College of Law for an empirical study regarding the 
nature of testamentary disposition of assets by persons in 
nontraditional families. 

Wright’s interest in the operation of succession law in 
nontraditional families stemmed from her 2016 article — 
published in the Cornell Journal of Law and Public Policy 
— that focused on inheritance penalties facing children 
in nontraditional families. That study led Wright to 
undertake an empirical analysis of the actual testamentary 
dispositions of nearly five hundred decedents, from which 
she was able to determine that roughly ten percent were in 
blended families of some sort. She concluded that the laws 
of intestacy in most states do not adequately address the 
probable intentions of decedents in non-nuclear families. 
Specifics of those findings appeared in the ACTEC Law 

Journal in winter 2017. 

Though Wright’s preliminary analysis found significant 
differences between how traditional and non-traditional 
decedents leave their property, and that the law of 
intestacy likely works against the intentions of non-
traditional decedents, limitations in the size of her initial 

study resulted in a small percentage of estates from which 
to draw meaningful conclusions. 

The ACTEC Foundation grant allowed Wright to 
undertake a much broader study, by examining the estates 
of upwards of three thousand decedents and to also 
conduct a more granular study of how intestacy law may 
lead to greater wealth dissipation for vulnerable decedents 
with regard to their single largest asset: their family home. 
Wright presented details of this research at the UC Davis 
Symposium in October 2019, sponsored by The ACTEC 
Foundation, and in an article to be published in the UC 
Davis Law Review in spring 2020. She also presented 
results of the study in January, at the 2020 AALS 
conference in Washington, DC. 

The ACTEC Foundation’s support of professional 
development and education in trust and estate law 
through its grants continues to assist lawyers in their 
practice, law students and scholars with an interest in the 
trust and estate field so they may provide better service 
to the public. Further information about The ACTEC 
Foundation grants can be found at actecfoundation.
org/trust-and-estate-professional-resources/actec-
foundation-grants. Visit actecfoundation.org/news/
grant-recipient-Danaya-wright to read the full article.

mailto:jahartog127@gmail.com
mailto:jahartog127@gmail.com
mailto:mmhand@hbh.law
mailto:bobtemm@gmail.com
https://fellows.actec.org/eweb/shopping/shopping.aspx?site=actec&shopsearch=law+journal&prd_key=6912b41d-5c6e-416c-a272-45cc0fae18d8
https://fellows.actec.org/eweb/shopping/shopping.aspx?site=actec&shopsearch=law+journal&prd_key=6912b41d-5c6e-416c-a272-45cc0fae18d8
https://actecfoundation.org/trust-and-estate-professional-resources/actec-foundation-grants/
https://actecfoundation.org/trust-and-estate-professional-resources/actec-foundation-grants/
https://actecfoundation.org/trust-and-estate-professional-resources/actec-foundation-grants/
http://actecfoundation.org/news/grant-recipient-Danaya-wright
http://actecfoundation.org/news/grant-recipient-Danaya-wright


3

Lloyd Leva Plaine Distinguished 
Lecture by Michael Greenwald

Michael Greenwald, formerly with 
the U.S. Treasury Department, 
delivered the Lloyd Leva Plaine 
Distinguished Lecture on January 
14, 2020, during the 54th Annual 
Heckerling Institute on Estate 
Planning conference. The ACTEC 
Foundation sponsored the lecture, 
the sixth in the series. Mr. 

Greenwald’s speech, The Future of Financial Warfare in an Era of 
Great Power Competition, focused on the new tools and tactics 
facing American financial systems and discussed how the U.S. 
must address these geoeconomic threats to economic and 
national security.

Lloyd Leva Plaine was an accomplished Washington, D.C. 
estate planning attorney who, sadly, died too young, at the age 
of only 62 years, on February 2, 2010. Her many friends and 
colleagues formed the Lloyd Leva Plaine Memorial Fund at The 
ACTEC Foundation to establish a Lecture Series in her honor. 
The lectures are intended to recognize and celebrate Lloyd’s 
commitment to her profession and to perpetuate the spirit, 
interests, standards and contributions reflected in her career.

2019 ACTEC Foundation Donors 
Thank you to all of the Fellows who have supported The ACTEC Foundation  
from October 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019!

MARY MOERS WENIG

WRITING CONTEST

Law Student Writing 

Competition is Open. 

Deadline June 30, 2020.

First Prize — $5,000, publication in the ACTEC Law 

Journal, and eligibility for a full-tuition scholarship to 
the Heckerling Graduate Program in Estate Planning 
at the University of Miami School of Law.

Second Prize — $3,000, online publication on The 
ACTEC Foundation website, and possible publication 
in the ACTEC Law Journal.

Third Prize — $1,000, online publication on the 
ACTEC Foundation website, and possible publication 
in the ACTEC Law Journal.

For details visit actecfoundation.org/ 
law-student-writing-competition

Susan L. Abbott
Stephen R. Akers
John F. Allevato
Leslie Kiefer Amann
Andrew Allen Charitable 

Foundation
Anonymous
Yvonne A. Ascher
Ronald D. Aucutt
Robert A. Bachman
David W. Baer
John T. Bannen
Mary Jane Barrett
Arthur H. Bayern
Edward Jay Beckwith
Roger L. Beebe
Norman J. Benford
Dana Bennett
Timothy O. Beppler
Turney P. Berry
James B. Bertles
Gerry W. Beyer
Nell King Bieger
Bruce H. Bokor
Robert D. Borteck
Steven P. Braccini
Mark J. Bradley
Rita Bragg Caughman
Donna Braman
Steve A. Brand
Gerard G. Brew
J. Lee Brown
Robert M. Brucken
Elaine M. Bucher
Peter W. Bullard

Ann B. Burns
Richard R. Burns
Reynolds T. Cafferata
Stephanie B. Casteel 
Alan L. Cates
John M. Challis
T. Jack Challis
Mark M. Christopher
Harwell E. Coale
Charles A. Collier
J. Michael Cooney
Jeffrey A. Cooper
Philip C. Corbo
Richard B. Covey
Nancy Crow 
M. Patricia Culler 
Sara G. Curley
Ronni G. Davidowitz
Heywood H. Davis
Lora G. Davis
Mickey R. Davis 
Jeffrey C. De Francisco
Lauren Y. Detzel
Tracy Blake DeVlieger
John Michael Discenza
Nikola R. Djuric
P. Daniel Donohue
W. Birch Douglass II 
Erik Dryburgh
David F. Edwards
Glen T. Eichelberger
Jonathan H. Ellis
Guy Storms Emerich
David M. English
Linda Rhone Enion

David J. Estes
Kenneth A. Feinfield
Brian J. Felcoski
Michael C. Ferguson
Ferdinand Fernandez
William Finestone
Flood Sheehan & Tobin 

PLLC
Debra L. Foster
Stanberry Foster Jr. 
Charles D. Fox IV
Michael I. Frankel
Gary B. Freidman
Theron E. Fry
Marcia K. Fujimoto 
John F. Furniss II 
Gregory V. Gadarian 
Thomas P. Gallanis
Keith Bradoc Gallant
Richard R. Gans 
Susan N. Gary 
Magdalen Gaynor
Karen S. Gerstner
Wendy C. Gerzog 
L. Henry Gissel Jr. 
Robert W. Goff Jr. 
Robert W. Goldman 
Jessica Goldsmith
Deborah Packer Goodall
Michael M. Gordon
Peter S. Gordon
Joseph G. Gorman Jr. 
Lynne K. Green
Mary Ann Green
Patrick J. Green

Julie Zydron Griggs
Martin Hall
Robert L. Hallenberg
Philip J. Halley
Charles M. Hamann
Margaret M. Hand
David L. Hanson
Mark K. Harder
James C. Hardin II 
John M. Harpootian
Carol A. Harrington
Ellen M. Harrington
T. Randolph Harris
John A. Hartog
Robert W. Hastings II 
Jack W. Hawkins
Paul C. Heintz
David R. Hermenze
Tina Hestrom Portuondo
Joseph G. Hodges Jr. 
Dan W. Holbrook
Case Hoogendoorn
William Neal Horowitz
John W. Howald
Nancy E. Howard
Richard H. Howard-Smith
Kinnaird Howland
Christopher R. Hoyt
Cristina Hug
Christopher B. Hunt
J. Tod Hyche
Bernard A. Jackvony
Linda F. Johnson
Kim Kamin
Beth Shapiro Kaufman

BLUE RIBBON DONOR 
RECOGNITION 

The ACTEC Foundation 
introduced a “Blue 
Ribbon Campaign” at the 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
meeting in October 2019 
and it was a big success! 
Fellows who donated to 
The ACTEC Foundation 
recently sported a jaunty 
Blue Ribbon proclaiming 
them a “Foundation 
Donor.” The ribbons 
raised awareness of the 
work that The ACTEC 
Foundation does to support 
scholarship in trusts and 
estates, and additionally 
raised more than $3,000 
on-site in Philadelphia.

Look for Fellows wearing 
Blue Ribbons in Boca 
Raton, Florida to identify 
those who support The 
ACTEC Foundation’s good 
work. And, if you don’t have 
a Blue ribbon on your name 
badge, just stop by The 
ACTEC Foundation booth 
during a coffee break to 
make a donation (or a 
pledge) and receive your 
Blue Ribbon.

http://actecfoundation.org/law-student-writing-competition
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ACTEC FOUNDATION STAFF

ACTEC Foundation 
901 15th Street, NW 

Suite 525 

Washington, DC 20005

T: (202) 684-8460 

F: (202) 684-8459 

actecfoundation.org

President 
L. Henry Gissel, Jr. 

lhgisseljr@gmail.com 

(713) 594-6639

Executive Director 
Deborah McKinnon 

(202) 684-8460

Membership and Foundation 
Director 
Amy Michaud 

(202) 684-8453 

amy.michaud@actec.org

Acting Chief Financial Officer 
David Diedrich 

(202) 688-0270 

david.diedrich@actec.org

Digital Marketing Director 
Suzy Shaw 

(443) 540-9928 

suzy.shaw@actec.org

How to Contribute
The ACTEC Foundation is committed 
to promoting scholarship and 
education in trust, estate and tax law. 
Your contribution is tax-deductible.

Please join your colleagues in 
supporting The ACTEC Foundation 
through one or more of the following 
methods:

Online – Making an online 
contribution is simple, secure,  
and cost-efficient. Visit  
actecfoundation.org/donate

Check – Make the check payable to 
“ACTEC Foundation” and mail to  
The ACTEC Foundation, 901 15th 
Street, NW, Suite 525, Washington, DC 
20005. Be sure to include where any 
acknowledgement should be sent.

Amazon Smile – Select The ACTEC 
Foundation as your beneficiary 
when you are shopping on smile.
amazon.com. For eligible purchases 
at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5 percent 
of the purchase price to The ACTEC 
Foundation.

Annual Membership Dues – When 
remitting ACTEC dues, consider 
adding an annual contribution to The 
ACTEC Foundation.

Stock Donations – The ACTEC 
Foundation can accept your gift of  
stocks or securities. Contact 
Membership and Foundation Director, 
Amy Michaud, at Amy.Michaud@
actec.org

Matching Gifts – Your firm 
or company may “match” your 
donation to The ACTEC Foundation 
by doubling the dollar amount of 
charitable contributions through an 
employer matching-gift program. 
Contact your firm’s benefits 
administrator for more information.

Planned Giving – Contact James 
D. Spratt, Jr., Esq. at (404) 523-3018 
or jimspratt@bowdenspratt.com if 
you would like information on how to 
name the Foundation as the recipient 
of a specific bequest under a will or 
trust; how to name the Foundation 
as a beneficiary under an IRA or 
other employee benefit plan; or about 
how to name the Foundation as the 
beneficiary of a CRUT.

In Memoriam Tribute – Honor 
a colleague, friend or loved one 
with a memorial gift to The ACTEC 
Foundation.

2019 ACTEC Foundation Donors (continued)
Donald H. Kelley
Shane Kelley
KHBB Law
Richard S. Kinyon
William D. Kirchick
Trent S. Kiziah
Robin L. Klomparens
James Koday
Stuart J. Kohn
Paula A. Kohut
Edward F. Koren
Bernard A. Krooks
Joseph Kucay
James D. Lamm
Robert D.W. Landon II 
William R. Lane Jr.
Melissa Langa
Mark A. Langan
Mary Susan Leahy
T. James Lee
Robert H. Leonard
Laird A. Lile
Stephen A. Lind
Lisa M. Line
Albert L. Lingelbach
Elliot H. Loden
Margaret G. Lodise
James H. LoPrete
Carla Lovell
R. Hugh. Magill

R. David Marchetti
Richard A. Marone
Stewart Andrew  

Marshall II 
Thomas N. Masland
Ruth Mattson
Peter Matwiczyk
Kevin Matz
Virginia A. McArthur
Carlyn S. McCaffrey
C. Kevin McCrindle
Judith W. McCue
W. Cameron  

McCulloch Jr.
Lee S. McCullough II 
Joseph F. McDonald II 
John L. McDonnell
Deborah O. McKinnon
Michelle A.W. 

McKinnon
Lisa D. McLaughlin
Nancy McLaughlin
John F. Meck
Julia B. Meister
John T. Midgett
Steven K. Mignogna
Kevin D. Millard
Anne W. Mitchell
M. Elizabeth Monihan
Karen M. Moore

Lee Moore
R. Hal Moorman
Amy Morris Hess
Ralph R. Morrison
Peter T. Mott
G. Barton Mowry
William G. Murray
Charles Ian Nash
Neff Aguilar LLC
Barry A. Nelson
Randy S. Nelson
Michael A. Neufeld
Gloria S. Neuwirth
George H. Nofer
Edward C. Northwood
Martin W. O’Toole
Raymond C. Odom
Raymond K. Okada
Cynda C. Ottaway
Thomas L. Overbey
Emily S. Pan
Charles T. Parks Jr. 
L. Howard Payne
Jeffery T. Peetz
Sandra Lynn Perkins
Stephanie Perry
Marshall H. Peterson
Jennifer R. Pierce
Elizabeth T. Pierson
Lawrence J. Pirtle

William H. Pokorny Jr. 
Susan Porter
Gary V. Post
Ray Prather
Donald P. Prehoda Jr. 
Sandra Price
Mary F. Radford
John C. Ransmeier
Robert G. Ray
Charles A. Redd
Carolyn Ann Reers
Rodney S. Retzner
David T. Riedel
John T. Rogers Jr.
Paul I. Rosenberg
Bruce S. Ross
Andrew D. Rothstein
Wendy S. Rusch
Hollis F. Russell
Russell Hollis
Margaret E.W. Sager
Doyle D. Sanders
Anita M. Sarafa
Lynn B. Sassin
William Scanlan Jr. 
Pam H. Schneider
Jon Scuderi
Stephen P. Shadle
Richard A. Shapack
Kathleen R. Sherby

Susan B. Shields
Paul Martin Shimoff
Sussan H. Shore
Roger L. Shumaker
Anita J. Siegel
Douglas L. Siegler
David L. Silvian
Gregg M. Simon
Stacy E. Singer
George L. Smith
Jerome M. Smith
Rebecca Smitherman
Susan D. Snyder
Greta E. Solomon
Kurt A. Sommer
Philip F. Spalding
Russell J. Speidel
James D. Spratt Jr.
Marjorie J. Stephens
Charles G. Stephenson
Kimberly H. Stogner
Bruce Stone
Dale B. Stone
Benton C. Strauss
Rees M. Sumerford
Michael R. Suprunowicz
Fredric A. Sytsma
Luke Thomas Tashjian
Deborah J. Tedford

Robert E. Temmerman, Jr.
John A. Terrill II
Jeffrey C. Thede
Edith Thompson
Jeffrey E. Thompson
Patricia M. Thompson
J. David Tracy
Howard S. Tuthill III
Randall D. Van Dolson
Margaret Van Houten
R. Eric Viehman
Michael P. Vito
Timothy J. Wachter
James R. Walker
Harvey B. Wallace II 
John A. Wallace
Amiel Z. Weinstock
Robert M. Weylandt
Michael R. Whalen
Beverly J. Wik
James A. Williams
Melissa J. Willms
Harry W. Wolff Jr. 
Tom D. Womack
Richard D. Woods
Thomas B. Worth
Geraldine A. Wyle
William V.A. Zorn
Eugene P. Zuspann II 
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