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NEWS
President’s Message

2023 SUMMER MEETING

It is a great honor to have been elected 

President of The ACTEC Foundation, 

and I am delighted to present my 

昀椀rst President’s Message. I follow two 
extraordinary Presidents, Je昀昀 Thede, 
who over his three years moved The 

Foundation to what he fondly calls “Foundation 3.0,” and 
Henry Gissel, whose memory we gladly and gratefully 
honored at the 2023 Annual Meeting with the 昀椀rst-ever  
L. Henry Gissel, Jr. Spirit of ACTEC Lecture. (Thanks again  
to Judy McCue for her wonderful presentation!) I look 
forward to building on the work of both of these leaders as 
The Foundation continues its great work in supporting the 
trusts and estates community.

I am happy to report a successful fundraising campaign  

this spring—the Longest Drive Challenge! Congratulations 
to Merry Balson, the winner of the coveted Golden  
Driver, and to all the golfers who together raised almost 
$34,000 to provide ongoing support for the projects that 
The Foundation funds. And a big thank-you to all the 
Fellows who stepped up to encourage the golfers by 
supporting their individual fundraising campaigns!  
I hope you all enjoyed the friendly competition, as  
reported in Weekly Updates. 

Among The Foundation’s longest-running commitments to 
encouraging interest in the trust and estate practice is the 

Mary Moers Wenig Student Writing Competition, which 

is still accepting entries. Please share this link with any law 
students and professors you may know. The competition 
was created to encourage and reward scholarly works 
in the area of trusts and estates, and it honors ACTEC’s 
beloved Mary Moers Wenig, who was a member of ACTEC’s 
Legal Education Committee and a law school professor for 
over 30 years. This competition is open to any law student 
in good standing (full-time or part-time) who is currently 
enrolled at the time of submission or was a student within 
the past 90-day period prior to submission, as a J.D. or 
LL.M. candidate in an ABA-accredited law school within 
the United States or its possessions. First place includes a 
$5,000 cash award, publication in the ACTEC Law Journal, 

and a full tuition scholarship to the Heckerling Graduate 

Program in Estate Planning at the University of Miami 
School of Law for the 2023–2024 or 2024–2025 academic 
year. (Candidates must apply and be admitted as  
full-time students to be considered for the scholarship).  
The deadline for entries is June 30, 2023.

Be sure to check our website, actecfoundation.org, for 

information about the other great projects promoted and 
funded by The Foundation.

Wishing you a healthy (and cool) summer,

John T. Rogers, Jr.
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Spring Fundraiser

Congratulations to the  

Rocky Mountain Region’s  
Merry Balson! Merry landed  
as the winner of the 2023 
Longest Drive Challenge, 

raising a total of $8,300 for The 
Foundation. Coming in 2nd was 
Heart of America’s Shannon 

Barks, who double-eagled 
Round 4 to raise a total of $5,150. Kimberly Stogner 

of the Southeast Region 昀椀nished in 3rd raising a total 

of $4,300. Overall, the Challenge raised $33,650 to 
support The ACTEC Foundation.

ACTEC Foundation President John T. Rogers, Jr. 

congratulates all of the golfers:

“On behalf of The Foundation, I thank all our State Chair 

golf pros who gave their time to help The Foundation 

make our Spring fundraiser a success! Thank you to all 

of the ACTEC Fellows who donated, and to all Fellows 

who volunteer their time for the important T&E outreach 

programs that The ACTEC Foundation funds.”

The Foundation enthusiastically applauds all the 

golfers, and sincerely appreciates the Fellows who 
supported them.

ACTEC Foundation Donors 
Thank you to all of the Fellows who have supported The ACTEC Foundation  

from January 26, 2023 to June 5, 2023!
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continued next page

IN HONOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions received  
January 26—June 5, 2023

• The Foundation’s support  
of  the 6th Edition of the 

ACTEC Commentaries

• Robert K. Kirkland, as  
a thank you for participating 
in the 45th Annual Estate 

Planners Day at  

Queens University

IN MEMORIAM 
CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions received  
January 26—June 5, 2023

• Nancy G. Fax

• L. Henry Gissel, Jr.

https://www.actec.org/directory/profile/Merry-Balson/9e5858f2-d19f-4c95-8b99-053e8bc010bd/?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ACTEC
https://www.actec.org/directory/profile/Shannon-Barks/96ed39d3-a1e0-4c7e-acaf-638cf72155e9/?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ACTEC
https://www.actec.org/directory/profile/Shannon-Barks/96ed39d3-a1e0-4c7e-acaf-638cf72155e9/?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ACTEC
https://www.actec.org/directory/profile/Kimberly-Stogner/3cae3125-6804-4511-bf19-56013e320743/
https://www.actec.org/directory/profile/John-Rogers/fef052b7-ba7d-4e6b-b995-93c23f339162/?utm_source
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ACTEC Foundation Donors continued

ACTEC FOUNDATION STAFF

ACTEC Foundation 

901 15th Street, NW 

Suite 525 

Washington, DC 20005

T: (202) 684-8460 

F: (202) 684-8459 

actecfoundation.org

President 

John T. Rogers, Jr.
(213) 986-3400
jrogers@rogerstrustlaw.com

Executive Director 

Deborah McKinnon 

(202) 684-8460
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How to Contribute
The ACTEC Foundation is committed 

to promoting scholarship and 

education in trust, estate and tax law. 
Your contribution is tax-deductible.

Please join your colleagues in 
supporting The ACTEC Foundation 

through one or more of the following 
methods:

Online – Making an online 
contribution is simple, secure,  

and cost-e昀케cient. Visit 
actecfoundation.org/donate

Check – Make the check payable to 
“ACTEC Foundation” and mail to: 

The ACTEC Foundation 

P.O. Box 825922 

Philadelphia, PA 19182-5922 

Be sure to include where any 
acknowledgement should be sent.

Annual Membership Dues – When 
remitting ACTEC dues, consider 

adding an annual contribution to The 

ACTEC Foundation.

Stock Donations – The ACTEC 
Foundation can accept your gift 

of stocks or securities. Contact 
Membership and Foundation  
Director, Amy Michaud, at  
Amy.Michaud@actec.org.

Matching Gifts – Your 昀椀rm or 
company may “match” your donation 
to The ACTEC Foundation by doubling 

the dollar amount of charitable 

contributions through an employer 

matching gift program. Contact your 
昀椀rm’s bene昀椀ts administrator for more 
information.

Planned Giving – Contact James D. 
Spratt, Jr., Esq. at (404) 523-3018 or 
jimspratt@djuriespratt.com if you 

would like information on how to 
name The Foundation as the recipient 

of a speci昀椀c bequest under a will or 
trust; how to name The Foundation 
as a bene昀椀ciary under an IRA or 
other employee bene昀椀t plan; or how 
to name The Foundation as the 

bene昀椀ciary of a CRUT.

In Memoriam Tribute – Honor 
a colleague, friend or loved one 

with a memorial gift to The ACTEC 
Foundation.

PLEASE SEND YOUR DONATION TODAY!

http://actecfoundation.org
mailto:jeff.thede@thede-culpepper.com 
mailto:domckinnon@actec.org
mailto:amy.michaud@actec.org
mailto:Debbie.oberst%40actec.org%20?subject=
mailto:Rebecca.Vandall@actec.org 
https://actecfoundation.org/donate/
mailto:Amy.Michaud%40actec.org?subject=
mailto:jimspratt@bowdenspratt.com
https://apps.actecfoundation.org/donate-now

