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NEWS
President’s Message

2025 ANNUAL MEETING

Welcome to spring and the season of new 

beginnings and rejuvenation! I hope this 

season brings with it the rebirth of hope and 

joy, even as we keep in our hearts and minds 

those who could use some more light in their 

lives.

As we prepare for the Foundation Board 

of Directors meeting, we look forward to engaging in further 

discussions about our purpose and especially our mission. As part 

of that effort, we will review a revised mission statement produced 
through the joint efforts of the Grant Committee and the Planning 
and Governance Committee. This will be instrumental in ensuring 
the continued growth and well-being of the Foundation and its 

ability to serve the trusts and estates community most effectively. 
In that same vein, the Board will consider several grant applications 

for the funding of worthwhile projects for outreach and education. 

Visitors are welcome to attend the meeting.

We are very excited that the 2025 Annual Meeting will feature the 

second L. Henry Gissel, Jr. Spirit of ACTEC Lecture, presented by 
the Foundation and held in memory of our own deeply missed 

Henry Gissel, Past President of The Foundation and the College. 
The lecture will be given this year by ACTEC Past President 
Ann B. Burns and is certain to be memorable. Attendees at the 

Annual Meeting will also see many people wearing bright blue 

“Foundation Donor” ribbons on their name badges, indicating 

that the wearer donated to The ACTEC Foundation after August 
14, 2024. All attending the Annual Meeting who do not yet have 

a ribbon are encouraged to donate on-site. Stop by The ACTEC 
Foundation booth to receive your own blue ribbon!

In other highlights in this edition of The ACTEC Foundation 

Newsletter, I’m proud to direct your attention to the tenth class of 

Dennis I. Belcher Young Leaders. We welcomed the newest Young 

Leaders in October 2024, and their term runs through August 

2026. If you see them at ABA RPTE meetings or at other trust and 
estate meetings, please be sure to say hello and make them feel 

welcome! Additionally, see the article in this newsletter on the 

2025 Lloyd Leva Plaine Lecture held at the 59th Annual Heckerling 
Institute on Estate Planning, given by Natalie Reitman-White and 
Ellen K. Harrison. The topic was “Taking Care of Business: New 
Approaches to Business Succession Planning.” This biennial lecture 
is given in memory of Lloyd Leva Plaine, a beloved Washington, 
DC Fellow.

Finally, please note the winners of the 2024 Mary Moers Wenig 

Student Writing Competition and the opening of the 2025 
competition. Please be aware of the new deadlines: papers 
are due by June 1 and the winner will be announced by July 15! 
Encourage any 2L or 3L law student you know to submit their 
paper on Business Planning, Charitable Planning, Elder Law, 
Employee Benefits, Fiduciary Accounting, Fiduciary Administration, 
Fiduciary Income Taxation, Fiduciary Litigation, Estate Planning 
and Drafting, Professional Responsibility, Substantive Laws for the 
Gratuitous Transmission of Property, or Wealth Transfer Taxation 
(Estate, Gift and GST Tax). The first-prize winner receives a full 
tuition scholarship to the Heckerling Graduate Program in Estate 
Planning at the University of Miami School of Law for the 2025–2026 
or 2026–2027 academic year (candidates must apply and be 
admitted as full-time students to be considered for the scholarship), 
a $5,000 award, and publication in the ACTEC Law Journal.

Thank you to all who support The ACTEC Foundation!

Yours Sincerely,

 

 

John T. Rogers, Jr.
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Recent Foundation-Funded Programs and Initiatives

THE FOUNDATION SPOTLIGHTS THE PARTICIPANTS IN AND RECIPIENTS OF  

RECENT FOUNDATION-SUPPORTED PROGRAMS. 

The ACTEC Foundation created the 
Lloyd Leva Plaine Memorial Fund in 
honor of ACTEC Fellow Lloyd Leva 
Plaine, who passed away too soon 
on February 2, 2010. The Memorial 
Fund supports the Lloyd Leva Plaine 
Distinguished Lecture Series, and 
the Foundation is proud to share the 

success of this year’s lecture, which 

took place on Tuesday, January 14, 
2025. It was presented by Advisory 

Board Member Ellen K. Harrison and 
purpose trust pioneer Natalie Reitman-
White. Ms. Harrison addressed the legal 

complexities and drafting challenges of 

purpose trusts, and Ms. Reitman-White 

shared practical strategies for governance, framework 

design, and financial management. The Foundation 
thanks them both for their innovative presentation 

highlighting ways to align business succession with a 

founder’s mission and long-term vision. The Foundation 
is honored to continue supporting this vital lecture series, 

which preserves the legacy of Lloyd Leva Plaine.

The ACTEC Foundation is honored to support the 
annual Mary Moers Wenig Student Writing Competition, 
encouraging law students to explore key issues in trust 

and estate law. In November 2024, the Foundation 
announced the winners of the 2024 competition, 

recognizing outstanding scholarship in the field. First 
place went to Ashley Pyle of the University of San 
Diego School of Law for A Toxic Inheritance: Addressing 

the Legal Implications of Inheriting Hazardous Waste 

Land. Ashley will receive a full-tuition scholarship to 

the Heckerling Graduate Program in Estate Planning at 

the University of Miami School of Law, a $5,000 award, 
and publication in the ACTEC Law Journal. McKenzie 
Paulsen of Arizona State University, Sandra Day O’Connor 
College of Law, earned second place for Your Digital 

Life. Honorable mentions were awarded to Jordan Miletti 
of the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law for 
Testamentary Freedom and Forced Heirship: Two Sides 

of the Same Inheritance Coin? and Krystian Seebert of 
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law for Upon Further 

Consideration: The Case for Trusts as Contracts. McKenzie, 
Jordan and Krystian all received a cash award and 

possible publication in the ACTEC 

Law Journal. 

Congratulations to this year’s 
winners on their impressive 

contributions to the field!

The 2025 Mary Moers Wenig 
Student Writing Competition is  
now open and the deadline for  

law students to submit a paper 

is June 1, 2025. Visit actec.

foundation.org/law-student-

writing-competition for details 

and help spread the word to law 

students you know!
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ACTEC Foundation Donors 
Thank you to all of the Donors who have supported The ACTEC Foundation from August 14, 2024 through February 19, 2025!
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Dan W. Holbrook

Case Hoogendoorn
John W. Howald
Nancy E. Howard
Richard H. Howard-Smith
Christopher R. Hoyt
Christopher B. Hunt
Henry H. Hutchinson

Lawrence P. Katzenstein
Catherine H. Kennedy
William D. Kirchick
Robert K. Kirkland
Eva Kliegman
Stephanie Klinkenberg-

Ramirez
Paula A. Kohut
Ross Krajewski
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continued next page

The ACTEC Foundation welcomed 
the Tenth Class of Dennis I. Belcher 
Young Leaders in October 2024, 

recognizing five outstanding 
professionals in the field, Claire N. 
Carrabba, Nathan Samuel Catanese, 
Nickolas Kyle Davidson, Briana Elise 
Loughlin, and Chelsea Rubio, who will 
receive tuition-free access to ACTEC/
ALI-CLE webinars, financial support 
for ABA/RPTE Section Meetings, and 
invitations to ACTEC Regional and 
State Meetings. Since its inception in 
2015, the program has successfully 

prepared rising leaders, with fifteen past participants now elected ACTEC Fellows.

The ACTEC Foundation is proud to support the Dennis I. Belcher Young Leaders Program, which fosters scholarship, 
promotes diversity and inclusivity, and cultivates future leaders in the trust and estate profession. Named in honor  
of ACTEC Past President Dennis I. Belcher, the program provides graduates of the ABA Real Property, Trust and  
Estate Law Section (RPTE) Fellows program with an opportunity to extend their leadership involvement through 
Foundation support.

Recent Foundation-Funded Programs and Initiatives continued

The ACTEC Foundation is Proud to Announce

the 2024–2026 Class of  

Dennis I. Belcher Young Leaders

Claire N. 

Carrabba

Greenwich, CT

Nathan Samuel 

Catanese

Pittsburgh, PA

Nickolas Kyle 

Davidson

Washington, DC

Briana Elise 

Loughlin

Austin, TX

Chelsea  

Rubio

Washington, DC
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IN MEMORIAM CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions from August 14, 2024 through 

February 19, 2025

Harold I. Apolinsky

Phillip A. Baumann
Dennis I. Belcher

Douglas M. Cain
Betty M. Coale
L. Henry Gissel, Jr.
Rodeny N. Houghton

John Arthur Jones
Daniel H. Markstein III

Malcolm A. Moore

Rudy L. Ogburn

Lloyd Leva Plaine
Robert C. Pomeroy
John D. Valentine

ACTEC FOUNDATION STAFF

ACTEC Foundation 

901 15th Street, NW 

Suite 525 

Washington, DC 20005

T: (202) 684-8460 

F: (202) 684-8459 

actecfoundation.org

President 

John T. Rogers, Jr.
(213) 986-3400
jrogers@rogerstrustlaw.com

Executive Director 

Deborah McKinnon 

(202) 684-8460
domckinnon@actec.org

Senior Membership and 

Foundation Director 

Amy Michaud 

(202) 684-8453 

amy.michaud@actec.org

Controller

Deborah Oberst, CPA
(202) 684-8460 

debbie.oberst@actec.org

Communications and Outreach 

Director

Rebecca Vandall

(202) 465-8270
rebecca.vandall@actec.org

How to Contribute
The ACTEC Foundation is committed 
to promoting scholarship and 

education in trust, estate and tax law. 

Your contribution is tax-deductible.

Please join your colleagues in 
supporting The ACTEC Foundation 
through one or more of the following 

methods:

Online – Making an online 
contribution is simple, secure,  

and cost-efÏcient. Visit 
actecfoundation.org/donate

Check – Make the check payable to 
“ACTEC Foundation” and mail to: 

The ACTEC Foundation 

P.O. Box 825922 

Philadelphia, PA 19182-5922 

Be sure to include where any 

acknowledgement should be sent.

Annual Membership Dues – When 
remitting ACTEC dues, consider 
adding an annual contribution to The 
ACTEC Foundation.

Stock Donations – The ACTEC 
Foundation can accept your gift of 

stocks or securities. Contact Senior 
Membership and Foundation  

Director, Amy Michaud, at  

Amy.Michaud@actec.org.

Matching Gifts – Your firm or 
company may “match” your donation 

to The ACTEC Foundation by doubling 
the dollar amount of charitable 

contributions through an employer 

matching gift program. Contact your 
firm’s benefits administrator for more 
information.

Planned Giving – Contact James D. 
Spratt, Jr., Esq. at (404) 523-3018 or 
jimspratt@duncanpratt.com if you 

would like information on how to 

name The Foundation as the recipient 
of a specific bequest under a will or 
trust; how to name The Foundation 
as a beneficiary under an IRA or 
other employee benefit plan; or how 
to name The Foundation as the 
beneficiary of a CRUT.

In Memoriam Tribute – Honor 
a colleague, friend or loved one 

with a memorial gift to The ACTEC 
Foundation.

PLEASE SEND  
YOUR  
DONATION  
TODAY!

CONTRIBUTIONS IN HONOR OF

Contributions from August 14, 2024 to February 

19, 2025

Thomas F. Garth
Deborah O. McKinnon

S. Alan Medlin
Justin Miller

Hung Nguyen
Kenleigh Nicoletta
Edward C. Northwood
Duncan E. Osborne
Cynda C. Ottaway
Kaitlyn Pacelli
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Timothy Stanley
Alfred J. Stashis
Jeanine Steffy
Laurel Stephenson
Benton C. Strauss

Rees M. Sumerford
Phyllis Taite
Janelle Tanenbaum
Luke Thomas Tashjian
John A. Terrill, II
The Diamond Law Firm
The Witman Scholarship 

Foundation Inc.

Jeffrey C. Thede
E. Diane Thompson
Eileen Bannon Trost
Howard S. Tuthill, III
Margaret Van Houten

Bradford Vezina
R. Eric Viehman
Timothy J. Wachter
Harvey B. Wallace, II

Amiel Z. Weinstock
Robert A. Wells

Melissa J. Willms
Tom D. Womack
Richard D. Woods

Munford R. Yates, Jr.
William V.A. Zorn

ACTEC Foundation Donors continued
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